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VINDICAT ION 
Z | OF TH | TIEN | * 
| | Moral P hiloſopher, & Ce | 


HE Rer. Mr Sammel Chandler, af= 

Mo ter a three or four Years profound 
Silence as to the Argument of the 
oral Philoſopher, has at laſt drawn 

| '* bis Pen not againft the Book but 
the Author, I having called upon him for 
- Tome Proof of ſeveral Things which he had 
falſly charged me with in a publick Place and 
Company, and he not being able or willing to 
anſwer the Demand, was highly incenſed at 
it, and vowed Revenge. He pretended at firſt 
not to know or aim at me as the Author of 
the Book, or at leaſt, that he did not men- 
tion my Name in what he had faid of the 
Ss _ Book 
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* 


4 


4 * _— Findication of the + 2 


Bock and Author, at the Time and Place 1 


referred to, But this I could have proved to 
be falſe, had he given me an Opportunit 5 
and: to put him out of all Doubt about the 
Author, if he could have had any before, 
which yet is ſcarce credible, I gave it him 
upon his Demand under my Hand. A parti- 

cular Detail of this more private Quarrel be- 
tween him and me could be of no Uſe to the 
Pablick, and therefore I ſhall not waſte Time 
or Paper with it. The Letters which paſſed 
on this Occaſion are ſtill at my Bookſeller's 
Shop, Mr Cox's, under the 1Royal-Exchange, 
where many Gentlemen have ſeen them, or 
any one elſe may. But this has put Reſolu- 
tion into his Heart; and Arms into his Hands, 
to make a publick Example of me, to the ut- 
ter Shame and Confuſion of all thoſe who, 
in Time to come, might dare to provoke his 
Rage, or queſtion his prieſtly Authority, and 
Right, of defaming; many Worthies have 


done Wonders, but this Don Furioſo de Tor | 
redo excels them all. He lays all dead before 


him, and carries every 14 857 Sword in Hand. 
His very Menaces are dreadful, and the Thun- 
der, of his Voice, if poſſible, more aſtoniſh- 


ing than th Strength of his Arm: this Cham- 


pion, bids Defiance, at every Blow, but is al 
moſt, ſure to miſs his Aim. His Threats are 
tremendous, but his Power contemptible. * 

While our Confeſſot and Inquiſitor i is hunt- 
ing top Ga, OS, with black Choler, 
g eating 
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ſweating and toiling for perſonal ATR to 
rake up and fling Dirt, and doing the Work 
of a ſpiritual Scavenger, he has ſiſently given 
up every Point in Argument that I had bęen 
contending for. He thinks Divines in gene- 
ral have gone too far with their Matters of 
Revelation, and therefore it ſeems he was re- 
ſolved not to take one Step in this Way, nor 
to leave himſelf accou atable for any one Pro- 
poſition: relating to it. He has quite loſt the 
Thing, and cares not What it is, or whether 
it be any Thing or no. But he muſt ſtill 
keep to and ſound out the Name to raiſe. a 
Duſt, and enrage the blinded Populace with 
the Cry of Thief, Highwayman, mad Dog, 
Sc. a very honourable and juſtifiable Method 
no doubt. 

I ſhould; bave been glad to bave yd 
Mr. Chandler's utmoſt Strength and Skill upon 
the. Queſtion of Revelation above Reaſon, or 
a ſupernatural reveal d Religion, as really di- 
ſtinct from the Religion of Nature. Could be 
have proved againſt me ue Infallibility, 5 ö 
unerring Guidance, of the Hebrew Hiſtorians, 
the certain Evidence of Miracles or Prophe- 
cies, as a Proof. of poſitive Authority, and of 
Doctrines founded upon it, antecedent to, or 
abſtracted from, the eternal immutable Rea- 
ſon and Fitneſs of Things, as appearing to 
the natural human Underſtanding ; could be 
have ſupported. the Moral Character of his 
Hebrew e or of their great Heroes 
5 and 
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6 A Vindication of tbe | 
and Worthies, the Fathers and Founders of 
their Nation, upon the Foot of pofitive Au- 
thority, or Divine Commiſſion as oy put it, 
or ſhewn, that what they juſtify all along up- 
on this Principle, is juſtifiable in the Nature 
and Reaſon of Things, or that they do not, or 
at leaſt very ſeldom, approve of = wy any 
Thing upon the ſuppoſed poſitive Authori 
and Command of God, but what is at 1 
conſiſtent with Nature, Truth, and Reaſon : 
I fay, had he done any Thing of this, or ſo 
much as attempted it, he might have paſſed 
for a fair Adverſary, and an honeſt Man, 
who had writ at leaſt according to the beft of 
his Underſtanding and Abilities, in Defence of 
Chriſtianity and Reveal'd Religion. But as 
he has not ſo much as attempted any Thing 
of this, it muſt be evident to the whole World, 
that he had no Concern at all abont it, and 
that he was reſolved to diſpute nothing with 
me but my Honeſty. To have proved me 
miſtaken, or that I had not been ſufficien 
careful with regard to ſome incidental hiſtori- 
cal Facts, upon which no Streſs had been laid; 
this, I fay, could not have anfwered his End, 
or at all ſerved his Purpoſe, unleſs he could 
have proved me a Rogue and Villain, a wilful 
Forger and Miſrepreſenter of Facts, and a 
Man of no Truth, Honout, or Conſcience, 
and who' ought not therefore to be regarded in 
any Thing either of Reaſon or Facts. This 
is the ſhort Way of ſuch prieftly Divine Poli- 
1 198 ticians, 
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ticians, and religious Bites, to anſwer every 
Thing that they cannot anſwer. And thus 
Impoſture ſubſiſts upon Enthuſiaſm, and de- 
ſigning Prieſts gain their Ends by the honeſt 
undeſigning People, whom they have made 
their blind believing Tools and Dupes. 

I think it is a very hard Caſe to be forced 
to write a Book only to take off an Imputa- 
tion, which the Adverſary could not poſſibly 
prove, and where every Man of Impartiality, 
good Senſe, and Honour, muſt ſee through 
the Malice and baſe Deſign of the Accuſer. 
But though Mr Chandler has made himſelf 
my grand Accuſer, I can aſſure him, that he 
has mo, 5 onde ye me, , po is, indeed, 
my ghoſily Confeſſor, I thank God he is 
not my Fudge. VT hall take but little Notice 
in what follows of his prieſtly Complements 
and Civilities, for all which I might thank 
him, as an Adverſary, though perhaps his 
Friends may not thank him for any Service 
he has done the Cauſe by it, or im | 
him much to go on in.aha Gems apy, Wi 
of Defamation and Scandal. For all whi 
I can not only forgive him, but if he can 
forgive himſelf upon mature Deliberation, I 
ſhould pity him. For, poor Gentleman, I 
conſider his Infirmity, and the Neceflity he 
was under. The black morbid Vapour had 
riſen upon him, and ſwelled his Spleen to 
ſuch a Degree, that had he not given ſome 
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vent to it, be might have burſt or been ſuffo- 


| cated. 


§. 1. My Confeflor Peude a i Preface 
of two Sheets, to let the Reader know, that 
Lam now gone off from ſome of my old 
avowed Principles, and that I have not now 
the ſame Notions and Sentiments, in all Mat- 
ters of Religion, which I had four or five and 
twenty Years agd. And this, doubtleſs, is a 
Diſcovery worthy of ſuch a Searcher into Na- 
ture and Reaſon. But I have always openly 
and honeſtly declared my feal Sentiments in 
every Thing which I thought of Conſequence 
to others; though I never promiſed to be al- 
ways of the fame Mind, or never farther to 
regard Truth, or rectify any Error which I 
might ſee, and be es of. And if 
Vr Ohandler's Virtue and Integrity conſiſts in 
this, I ſhould never envy him the Honour of 
coming as wiſe out of the Schools, under all 
the Prejudices of Education, as ever he de- 
Hgned to be. 15 

His whole Preface is a my enthukaſtic 
Rant,” in charging it as highly criminal, infa- 
mous, and morally wicked, for a Man ever to 
change his Opinions in Religion, or to de- 
clarè at one Time his Belief of Doctrines, 
as founded in Scripture and Reaſon, which 
afterwards, upon farther and ſtricter Enquiry, 
he finds not to be true. But if this be ſuch 
a Crime in a Phyſician, I ſuppoſe it would 


55 not be ſo in a Bookſeller. I think there cannot 
be 


Meral Pbilgſapber, Kc. 9 
be a plainer Proof of a Man's Honeſty and 
Integrity, than openly to own and avow his 
former Miſtakes and Errors when he is con- 
vinced of them, eſpecially when he can ex- 

no temporal Advantage from it, but muſt 
neceſſarily be a Loſer, and facrifice his 7ntereſ? 
to Truth. But I dare be accountable for 
Mr Chandler, that he will never be guilty of 
any ſuch Immorality. I was once in the com- 
mon Scheme of Redemption by a prior Cove- 
nant, Satisfaction, and Juſtification, by the 
Merits of another. I had taken up with theſe 
Things upon Truſt, as then thinking them 
to be ſcriptural and rational. I was too much 
an implicit Believer, as, I believe, moſt Men 
are in their fitſt Education. But when I came 
to ſee, upon reading the Scriptures, attending 
to the Reaſon of Things, and judging for my 
ſelf; that theſe Do@rines muſt be falſe in 
themſclves, and hurtful in their Conſequences, 
my concern for Truth and Virtue would not 
. ſuffer me to conceal ſuch a Conviction. And 
this is all the monſtrous moral Wickedneſs 
which my ſpiritual Accuſer, and prieſtly 
Confeſſor, charges me with. I might very 
well fay, that I could never ſee theſe Things 
in Scripture,” nor is it poſſible I ſhould while 
I took it all upon truſt, and had never, with 
any Care or Impartiality, ſearched for them 
there. But I wiſh my Accuſer bad but Ho- 
nour and Honeſty enough to let the World 
know in particular, what he now + 

B 6 


10 indication of the 
theſe Matters more than I. He may talk very 


ſafely and gainfully in general about ſuper- 
natural Revelation, while he dares not fix it 
to any Point, or make himſelf accountable. for 
any Thing of it. And I muſt leave the 
World about us to judge of the Honour and 
Honeſty of ſuch a Conduct. | 

He concludes his remarkable Preface with 
an Obſervation which ſhews his Judgment, 
Candour, Juſtice, and good Senſe ; and lets 
the Reader ſee how little he was aware, in 
this Run of Hypochondriaciſm, that he had 
been ſaying the beſt Things in the World of 


me. | 
quotes a Paſ- 


At the Cloſe of his Preface he 
ſage of mine, which he thought would pin 
me down for ever as a prevaricating inconſi- 
Kent Impoſtor, whom no Body ought to cre- 
dit or regard in any Thing. I had obſerved 
it as @ neceſſary Rule, or Principle f human 
Prudence, which every Man ought to lay down 
| to bumſelf, and ad upon; not to: regard or be 
determined, by. any Set of Profeſſors or Teachers, 
in any Thing concerning which they cannot agree 
among tbemſelves. And from hence I con- 
cluded, that ſince the moſt learned Chriſtian 


Divines, for ſo many Ages, have been infi- 


nitely and irreconcilably divided about ſuper- 

natural Revelation, and Divine Faith, and 

could: never fix the Point, or come to any 

Agreement, it muſt plainly follow, that no 

Credit or, Regard can be due 1 
| | ters, 


Moral Philoſopher, &c. 11 
Matters. But my Reverend Accuſer, inſtead 
of denying this Conſequence, or taking any 
Notice of it at all, and without fixing his own 
Point of Revelation, or letting us know in 
what Senſe, or how far, he would defend it, 
goes on thus raving and railing. 
I this be ſo neceſſary a Rule of human 
* Prudence, as the learned Doctor has here 
«© magiſterially determined, it muſt be an 
«© equal, yea a much more neceſſary, Rule of 
* human Prudence, never to regard, nor in 
« any Thing to be determined by any parti- 
« cular Teacher or Profeſſor, when he can- 
« not agree with himſelf, - And therefore, as 
*« our Doctor, in his double Capacity of Prieff 
«© and Philoſopher, differs from himſelf, and 
* broaches the moſt effentially oppoſite and 
“ contradiQtory Principles, he hath fairly dif- 
© charged all the prudent Part of Mankind 
from paying him any Regard in any Cha- 
« racter, and has condemned himſelf, by the 
« Oratular Fuugment of his own Mouth, to 
© be regarded by none but thoſe who are de- 
« ſtitute of all Prudence and Underſtanding.” 
I have quoted out this flaming Paragraph as 
a notable Sample of orthodox Charity, Senſe, 
and Reaſon; and to ſhew after what Manner 
Heretics are to be confuted, and how eaſy it 
is, in this Way, to overthrow and ſet aſide all 
a Man's Arguments, without ſo much as men- 
tioning any one of them. When our raviſned 
extatic Divine writ this, the hypochondriac 
3 . Effluvia 
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Effluvia ſhone ſa refulgently and dazlingly 
bright about him, that he ſeems not to have 
known whether he was in the Body or out. 
He hoped, that ſuch a dead-doing Blow, at 
the firſt Onſet, might deter me from ever 
drawing a Pen againſt him, or attempting any 
Anſwer. But this is the Way of all Maniacs 
and Hypochondriacs, to make People believe, 
if pollible, by the Roars and Thunder of their 
| Voices, that they have no Fear at all about 
them, when their very Diſtemper is Fear, an 
irreſiſtible unconquerable Fear, which they 
labour above all Things to conceal, and there- 
foro will never own themſelves aut of theix 
Senſes. 
Mr Chandler, inſtead of an any 
Thing that I bad offered againſt; the preſent 
orthodox Chriſtianity, and facrificial — 
of Redemption, thought it ſufficient to let the 
World know what they wanted not to be in- 
ſormed of, that I was once pretty much in 
the ſame Way of thinking myſelf, and that 
after twenty-five Years farther Examination 
and Study, I have effectually confuted my for- 
mer Self. Very well. ——And if this may: be 
of any Service to him, I freely own it. But, 
1 belle, he would never have blamed me 
for conſuting my farmer Self, if I had not 
put-him under a Difficulty how as defend his 
own preſent Self. 

It is a mere prieſtly Trick, or ſpiritual 
Joggl, in Mr Chant to perſwade the — 
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as he fain would do, that his Diſpute with me 
is about the Chriſtian Revelation, of which 
no Body knows whether he himſelf has any 
Notion or Opinion at all. -Any Heathen or 
Infidel might have defended Revelation in the 
ſame Way, and to as good Purpoſe as he has 
done. He might have puffed and bluſtered 
with the Word, and made it glare through 
his Writings; he might have decry'd, run 
down, and hooted at all that oppoſe it, with- 
out fixing his Point, or meaning any Thing 
by it, but to gain his own baſe Ends, and 
gratify his Malice. | 
As to the Scripture hiſtorical Facts, which 
he has undertaken to diſpute with me, they 
are certainly Matters of Hiſtory, and not Mat- 
ters of Revelation. And whether they ſhould 
be true or falſe, or whether he or I ſhould be 
in the Right concerning them, I hope he 
would not put the Credit of his Chriſtianity 
upon the Truth,  Certainty, and Infallibili- 
ty, .of the Hebrew Story. For if he ſhould 
put his high Calling to ſuch a Riſk, it 
might be a Queſtion whether he would be 
able long to ſupport his Right to a Main- 
tenance. | 1 {$i | 
Nothing ſeems to vex or plague this Re- 
verend Divine more, than that I, within 
twenty or thirty Vears back, have altered my 
Opinion, and given ſuch Reaſons for it as he 
cannot anſwer; while he himſelf dares not 
own any ſuch Conviction, whatever his pri- 
| Late 
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vate Sentiments may be. He has a Trade and 
high Calling, which be has a Right to live 
by, and ſhould he lay it down, perhaps he 
might not be able to live ſo well in any other 
Way. But in this, however, he has been 
very favourable to me, tliat his Pradence 
would not ſuffer him to meddle with the 
Argument, and he had no other Game to 
play, but to endeavour to perſwade People, 
that they ought not to regard any Arguments 
or Reaſons from thoſe who have no moral 
Charatter. But the Man who, in Argument, 
would make this his dernier Reſort, ought to 
look well to his own moral Character, and be 
ſure that that ſhould be very clear and unſpot- 
ted. And whatever Mr Chandler's good Luck 
may have been in Time paſt, I dare foretel, 
without Prophecy, that for the Time to come 
he will hear of his Faults. He has hereby 
only ſet up an Inquiſition upon himfelf, and 
bound himfelf over to his good Behaviour, 
not only ſon the Time pat, but to come. 


F. 2. Mr Chandler had entirely routed, 
diſarmed, and abſolutely confuted and filenced 
me before in his Preface, and in his Intro- 
duction be ſings Te Deum for the Victo- 
But as this is only an idle imaginary 
Triumph before the Battle, I ſhall let it paſs, 
_ leave the Cauſe to the Fortune of the 


Mr 
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Moral Philoſopher, &c. 15 
Mr Chandler in his firſt Chapter comes to 
conſider my Account of the Hiſtory of Abra» 
bam; and here he repreſents ine in his pre- 
liminary Diſcourſe, or Introduction to this 
Chapter, as having given an inconſiſtent con- 
tradictory Account of that Hebrew Patriarch. 
I had ſuppoſed him to have been a very good 
Man, and a great Reformer of Religion for 
that Time, and yet that his Light was not fo 
clear as the Goſpel, that he had not got fo 
clear of Superſtition and: falſe Religion as 
St Paul, and that in ſeveral Things ke gave 
plain Proofs enough of an enthuſiaſtick vi- 
fionary Faith. But for this my Confeſſor 


charges me with Contradiction and . Inconſi- 


ſtency, as Abraham could not have been a 
good: Man, and a Reformer in his Time, un- 
leſs he had been all of a Piece, and under as 


clear. a Light then as we are now. But as 
this, too is a Matter farther to be debated, 


I. ſhall here let it paſs. 
This firſt Chapter my learned Adverſary has 
finiſhed in eight long Sections, which takes 
up the whole Book, all employed in the Story 
of Abrabam. A moſt frightful Proſpect, and 
enough to deter any Man from anſwering 
him. If now his Hand is in he ſhould write 
half a Dozen ſuch Chapters more, the poor 
Philoſopher had better leave his Work to ſhift 
for itſelf, than follow ſuch an eternal De- 
claimer, and unmerciful Accuſer. But ſetting 
aſide the declamatory, dogmatical, and abu- 


ſive 


—ͤ—H— — — — oa 
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five pedagogue Parts, I think the Gentleman's 


ment may be brought into a very narrow 
Compaſs. Had I not conſidered this, I ſhould 


have thrown down my Pen as ſoon as I came 


to look over the Book, and vowed never to 
enter the Liſts againſt a Pulpit Orator and 


Billingsgate Diſputant. 

$..3; This learned Critic, and Advocate 
for Revelation, as he would be thought, ar- 
gues all along upon a Suppoſition, which he 


- knew I would not grant, and which he could 


not prove, nor dared ſo much as to attempt 
the Proof of ; his fundamental falſe Principle 
is this, that the Hebrew Hiſtory is of poſitive 
Divine Authority, and immediate Inſpirati- 
on, or that thoſe Hiſtorians, in their Account 
of Things, were all along under the unerring 
Guidance and infallible Direction of the Holy 
Ghoſt. , But would any Man well awake, or 
who had not over-watched himſelf, and want- 


ed Sleep, have thus argued againſt an Adver- 
ſary, upon a Principle which he knew could 


not be granted, and which he could not prove? 
or would any one but ſuch an Advocate as 
this, ſo ſhameleſsly have begg'd the Queſtion ? 
but if after all this Advocate's Shifts, Eva- 
ſions, and artificial Gloſſes, this Story concern- 
ing Abraham ſhould appear to be contradictory, 
inconſiſtent, and incredible, and he will yet 


boldly and reſolutely charge it all upon God, 


* 
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bet, for I ſhall be clear of the 
Guilt, 

I underſtood nod repreſented this whols 
Matter ſo as to make it conſiſtent with Na- 
ture, Reaſon, and human Probability, and 
with the natural Connexion and Reſult of the 
Story from firſt to laſt. I gathered and con- 
cluded the real Views and Intentions of the 
Patriarchs in Canaan, and of the I/raehkites af- 
terwards in Egypt, by their Actions and Con- 
duct all along in fact, which is certainly a 
clearer and more unexceptionable Indication 
of Mens Deſigns, than any pretended Voice, 
Appearances, and Declarations of God to them, 
concerning Things, either falſe and impoſſible 
in themſelves, or which were never verified in 
the Event. Where any Text appeared to me 
either falſe and contradictory in itſelf, or in- 
conſiſtent with other Parts of the Story, and 
the Event of Things, I choſe rather to blame 
the Hiſtorian than God himſelf, by 
Jehovah guilty of a Breach of Promiſe and 
Oath to Abraham, as he muſt have been, up- 
on the Suppoſitions of this Advocate and learn- 
ed Critic, when his Gloſſes are taken off. 


. F. 4. But I ſhall now come to the Parti- 
culars of my Charge, and examine how. well 
the Advocate has vindicated the Credit, Infal- 
libility, and Divine Authority, of his Hebrew 
Hiſtorian. I muſt own, that there is ſcarce 
any Suppoſition or Conſtruction of this _ 
nnn C 
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but what may be-aftirmed or denied, proved 
or diſproved, from the ſame Authority. The 
Hiſtorian'is ſo perfectly ſhattered, and incon- 
ſiſtent with himſelf, that one might be tempt- 
ed to imagine it a fictitious Account of things, 
dran up by ſome ignorant enthuſiaſtic Bigots 
in-After-Ages, without any original Truth or 
Foundation at all. 
I thought that God had promiſed Abraham 
a rich and plentiful Country, or given him 
the Hopes and Expectations of ſuch a one, be- 
cauſe the Country, in which his Seed after- | 
wards gained a Settlement, was a Land ater 
ing with Milk and Honey. 
But herein I was greatly miſtaken. For 
God promiſed Abrabam not a rich and plenti- 
ful Country, nor a dry barren Country, or 
any Country in particular. And yet they 
went out of Meſopotamia to go into the Land 
of Canaan, by Divine Direction, and ſpecial 
Command, and did not go out to ſeek a 
Country or Settlement where they could find 
it, not knowing, whither they went. But it 
ſeems plain to me, that the Hiſtorian here con- 
ceals the true Reaſon and Motive of Abraham's 
leaving his Country to ſeek his Fortune, or 
et ſome other Settlement where he could 
, or where- ever Providence might caſt his 
— It ſeems plain enough to me, that A 
'brabam, and the reformed Part of the Fa- 
mily, were expelled and driven out of Meſo- 
futumia, on the Account of Religion, and 
2 their 


* 
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their having caſt off the Gods of their Coun- 


try. For this we have a very antient Jewiſb 
Teſtimony, Judith v. 8. that they drove them 
out from the Face of their Gods. This Achior 
was plainly very well acquainted with the 
Jewiſh Hiſtory, and, in all Probability, was 
a Jewiſh Spy, and perfectly in that national 
Intereſt, though he pretended to be an A- 
morite, as he headed their Forces. Meſopota- 


mia, where Tſaac and Jacob afterwards: took 


their Wives, was always called their Country, 
and their Father's Houſe. And all the Eaſtern 
Writers, quoted by Dr Hyde, agree in this, 
that their leaving their original Settlement in 
Meſopotamia was by Force or Expulſion. And 
that Urr, from whence they were firſt \ex+ 
pelled, was in Meſopotamia, their native Coun- 
try, and not in Chaldea or Babylonia," we 
have the Teſtimony of Stephen the Proto- 
Martyr, Adds vii. 2. the God of Glory appear 
ed unto our Father Abraham when he wat in 
Meſopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran. The 
narrow Bounds I have here preſcribed +to: my 


ſelf, will not ſuffer me to enter into a critical 


Diſſertation upon this Subject. But if Abra- 
ham had been expelled out of Meſopotamia, 
and could ſtay there no longer after the Death 
of his Father, this was a ſufficient Reaſon and 
Call from God to throw himſelf upon Provi- 
dence, and ſeek ſome other Country where he 
could find the beſt Settlement. 


C 2 PL re But 


go A Vindication of the 
But Abraham could not have any Deſign of 
ling in Egypt, © becanſe, before this Jour- 
* ney into Egypt, God had expreſsly told 
«him, that Canaan, and not Egypt, was the 
% promiſed Land; and therefore he did not, 
*- could not, go into Egypt, as preſuming that 
i Egypt: was the promiſed Land; unleſs he 
e pteſumed upon à Land as promiſed, that 
% s never promiſed him, and preſumed that 
% got to be the Land that was exprefily pro- 
% mmiſed him, p. 16.“ One would think the 
Advocate had an Eye and Ear-Witneſs 
of God's appearing to, and talking with, A- 
brabam about this Affair, and that be knew 
ine Shape and Voice of God as well as A- 
Haba himſelf did. For his Faith ſeems 
equally ſtrong, and he gives us the fame Aſ- 
Wrance of it, as any Eye or Ear-Witneſs 
contt: have dohe. And yet he owns; with 
the Hiſtorian, that God had promiſed A. 
Srabam tio figed Settlement or Inheritance at 
Ml til! after 400 Years, and therefore in the 
eau while, and during his Life-time, why 
Might be not defign to ſojourn in Egypt, of 
any where elſe, as well as in Canaan? he 
wont dumm with his whole Subſtance and Pa- 
_ Shrdliyy and made all the Proviſion for fet- 
tlie in Reypt as if he had defigned it. He 
employed his Wife in an Intrigue with the 
Ning and his Princes, to procure him Favour, 
and an eaſy Situation there. | And he never 
went back to Cangan again voluntarily, or 
44 3 out 


Moral Philoſopher, Rc. 21 
out of Choice, till he was forced out upon 
their diſcovering the artful Game he had play - 
ed, and the Cheat he had put them con- 
cerning his Wife, whom he had put upon 
them as only his Siſter, till ſhe had gained 
the Point, and procufed a favourable Recep» 
tion for her Huſband, And it was certainly a 
very great Favour in the Egyptians now to let 
him come off as they did, and that they had 
not put him to Death, or ſeized all that he 
had, for thus cheating and impoſing upon the 
King and his Nobles. It is plain that Abra- 
ham, and his Seed after him, were to be only 
Sojourners for at leaſt 400 Years; and dur- 
ing; this Time they were no more confined 
or etijbined to ſojoutn in Canaan than in R. 
Fypt, or any other Country. They lived and 
ſettled where they could, or as they found 
the beſt Quarters; and had no Claim of Right 
to one Place more than another. 


Account given of them, to have been the 
moſt numerous and powerful Body of People 
in that Country, when Abrabam came into 
it, and during the Stay of the Patriarchs ther 
for 210 Years; and as the Inland mountuin- 
ous Parts of the „ and the Eaſterm 
Plains of Jordan, are repreſented as but very 
little inhabited, but lay all open and free to 
Abraham and Lot; I did, indeed, from hentt 
preſume and conclude, that this moſt conſi- 

dcerable 


22 4 Findiuation of the 
derable and powerful People might have firſt 
ſettled there, and given the Nis to the 
whole Country; and I think fo ſtill, Many 
Inſtances mig t be given from the moſt learn- 
ed Critics, where Moſes gives Names to Coun- 
tries and Places very different from their ori- 
ginal and moſt antient Names. And this ſame 
Country, When ep was fold into Egypt, 
was called not Canaan, but the Land of 2 
Hebrews, by the Egyptians. ' The Land of 
the Hebrews, i. e. Ibrim or Ti ransfluvians, be- 
cauſe. the Inhabitants of that Country came 
and ſettled there from beyond the River, and 
ſpoke the Language of the Countries about 
the Eupbrutes and Tigris. But whether this 
be ſo or no, as it is a Matter of no Conſe- 
ce to him or me, I would not much 
Adiſpute it with him, or waſte Time about ſuch 
2 Trifle. And had it been of any Conſe- 
quence to the main Argument, relating to Re- 
velation, or ſupernatural Religion, I verily be- 
lere this pretended Advocate would have taken 
no Notice of it, as he has not done a any 
Thing elſe tothe Parpoſe. - '- - 
on this ſecond Section the Jearned See 
diſplays much of his Reading, and critical 
Skill, about the Word Canaan and Canaanites, 
the Extent and Boundaries of the Country, 
and particular Situation of the People called 
GCanaunites, But here he was got into a 
Wood, out of which he might probably 
0119095 Horm $9}; een never 
9481925 | 
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never have found his Way, had he not run 
through it at blind Random. 

But it muſt be owned, that the Hebrew 
Hiſtorian, throughout. the Pentateuch, has 
given ſuch a dark confuſed Account of this 
Land of Canaan, Paleſtine, or the promiſed 
Land, that it is not eaſy to collect or ſettle 
any certain determinate Boundaries to the 
Country from what he has faid of it. He 
always takes Care to keep up the Character of 
an Oracle, which is Ambiguity, Gen. x. 19: 
And the Border of the Canaanites was from Si- 
don, as thou comeſt to Gerar and Gaza; as 
thou goeft to Sodom and Gomorrah, and Admab, 

and Zeboim, even unto Laſhah. Sidon, Gerar, 
and Gaza, lay all in a Line, being Sea-ports 
on the Mediterranean ; ; and from Gaza to 
Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. was a Diagonal 
Line, croſſing all the Southern Part of the 
Country. But the Diſtances from Sidon to 
Gaza, and from Gaza to Sodom and Laſbab, 
could bound or limit no Land or Country at 
all; but the Land Northward of Gaza, or as 
far North as Sidon, might have run Eaſtward 
as far as the Eupbrates, from whence Abra- 
bam came, for any Limitation the Hiſtorian 
here makes. In the four preceding Verſes 
of this Xth Chapter, ver. 15, 16, 1, and 18, 

we have a particular Account, or Liſt, of the 
ſeveral Tribes and Families of the Canaanites, 
or Poſterity and: Deſcendants of Canaan. And 
Canaan begat Sidon his firſt-born, and Heth, 


and 
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end the: Febufite, and the Emarite, (or Ammo- 
rite] and the Girgaſbite, and the Hivite, and 
the Arkite; and the Sinite, and the Arvadite, 
and the Zemorite, and the Hamathite. And 
afterwards were the Families of the Canaanites 
and abroad.” And the Border of the Ca- 
naautes was from Sidon, Sc. as before. 
In che XIIch Chapter Abrahan is repreſent- 
ed as coming into Canaan, and travelling thro' 
the whole Country ſouthward into Egypt; 
for there being then a Famine in the Land, 
and the Patriarch could make no long Stay 
there, but having built an Altar or two upon 
theſe barren Mountains, continued his Jour- 
ney through it into Egypr. As Abraham came 
from the Euphrates through Tyria into Pale- 
Hine or Canaan, he muſt enter the Country in 
the North, ſomewhere between Hamatb and 
Mount Hernun- aal. And therefore goi 
Mill - fouth ward, - he could paſs through no 
other Country but Canaan in bis Way to E- 
Got, nor is any other Land or men- 
tioned that he journey'd through in this Ex- 
pedition. The Length of Canaan therefore, 
at this Time, was reckoned from Sidan, Ha- 
math, and Mount Herman, on the North, to 
the Borders of Egypt on the South. This 
whole Land or Country, in it's utmoſt Extent 
of Leagth and Breadth, God is faid to have 
promiſed and ſworn to Abrahem and his Seed 
as an Inheritance for ever, or as long as they 
_ ſhould continue a Nation or People. 
. Abrabam 
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„ Hbraboti, devording to Uſhi# add "two 
Chronologers, - ſtayed in Egypt about two 


Years; and then his Artifice and Prevarication 
cerning his Wife being found out, he was 
back again into Canaan. Aﬀer Hs 
Return, and when Lot and he had feparated; 
one taking the Eaftern Plains, and the other 
the Inland Amorites, Mountains of Canadm, 
which were then all free and open to them, 
God appeared to Abraham again in a Viſion or 
Dream, and renewed the fame Promiſe, not 
only of the Land of Canaan, but all the 
Wiſiern Ala which he patied through, from 
the Rever of Egypt unto" the great River, the 
River Euphrates,  Sce for this Gen. xv. ver. 1 
x2; 18, 19, 20, 21. But in this Dream, 1 
fon, or Appeatance of God to Hrabam, ſome. 
thing was repreſented and certainty foretolct b 
the that never was true in Fact, at 
whole! Story afterward evidently proves. It is 
NLasm of a furity; that thy Seed hall be 

—_ arr pv 1s of theirs, 23 
bundred Years. And 4% #2 Nation "hom 


they ſhall ſerur, will ] judge ; and afterward 
D his 
four hundred Years Servitude” and "af- 


fliged, oppreſſed, and treated ill, can refer to 
nothing but Byyyr; for in Canaan, for twWo 
hundred and fifteen Vears, they were treatet 
* very good Y and lived and 


acted 


26 4 — the. 
acted almoſt as they pleaſed, When they 
went down into Egypr, they met with ſo 
a Reception, that the very! beſt Part of the 
Country was put in their Poſſeſſion, and they 
were intruſted with all the Force, Government, 
and Direction of the Country under Foſeph's 
Management, while Pharoab had only reſerved 
to himſelf the Name and empty Title 2 King. 
This, Proſperity in Egypt continued durii 
Jaſepb's time, and till that Generation w. 
came out of Canaan, were gone off; and we 
hear of no Struggle or Oppoſition between the 
Egyptians and theſe; Hebrew Shepherds, till a 
little: before the Birth of Moſes, perhaps the 
War might begin twenty or thirty Years be- 
fote that, and therefore wr Me could not 
be oppreſied, afflicted, and 2 by any 
js Nation in their; ſojourning for four 
ed Years; or-ſcarccely. more than an hun- 
dred Years... But 1 have ſo, lacgely conſidered 
Matter already, in my Introduction to the 
Third Volume of the Moral Philo ber, that 
1 ſhall fay no more of it here, till the Advo- 
pa be thinks fit to e his e, as 3 


ml. A 
15 God had fre P y appeared. to Abraham 
i 3 and Viſons, and promiſed 8 
hings that never came to paſo as apo eta 
he.is laid to have continued the ſame F abt 
= Lac and. Tac. Ile appeared in the 


e manner to Iſaac befote the Famine had 
cec bim off the Mountains into the * 
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of Philiſtia, Gen. xxvi. 2, 4. And again; 
after he came out of Philiſtia, as having been 

lled from that Part of the Country upon 
their diſcovering the Artifice and Intrigues of 
him and his Wife to gain Favour and a Wes 
ment there, Gen. xxvi. 24. Jacob in his Wa 
Padan-aram, when he fled from his Brot 5 
after having cheated him out of the Blefling and 
Birth-right, had the ſame Viſion. and Divine 
Promiſes renewed to him in a Dream. And 
be dreamed, and behold, a' Ladder ſet upon the 
_ Earth, and the Top of it reached to. Heaven; 
and. behold, the Angels of God aſcending and de- 
ſeending on it. And behold, the Lord flood above 
it, and ſaid, I am the Lord "God of Abraham 
4 Father, and the Gad of Iſaac ; the Land 
whereon thou lieft, to thee will I 2, and 10 
thy Seed, &c. Gen. xxviii. 12 And 
Jacob awaked out of his" Sleep, _ be ſaid; 
Surely, the Lord is in this Place, and ] knew it 
not. And be uus afraid, and ſaid, How dread- 
ful it this Place] this! is m \otber but tbe 
Houſe of Gad, and this it. the Gate of Heaven, 
J ſhall here make no other Uſe of this, but 
jaſt to obſerye, what Notions theſe Hebrew 
Patriarchs had of God and his Infinite Divine 
Perfections, and after what een they ſaw 
n eee with the Deit y.. 
According to Moſets Account of Canaan in 
the Land of | Promiſe; Numb. xxxiv. their 


South Border was to extend with ſome Wind- 


ing and 2 from tlie n of 
B 9 3 


ea of 


which 
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F £4 „ ͤů n 
Das, andd the ſonth Part of the dead or Salt- 


dea, to the Rivet of Egypr, hete it falls inta 
the dea or Mediterranean, ver. 3, 4, 5. The 
Weſt Border was to be the great Sea from the 
River of Egypt Northward, ver. 6. The North 
| Ho i= pot ry oa great Sea Eaſtward, 
to Mount | Hor, — Zedad, Zipbron, 
Hazar-engn. The Eaſt Border from Haaar- 
enam, to the Salt-Sea, i. e. to the South of the 
Laſhab as before. 

But Joſhua, a little before his Death, baning 
Gniſhed his Conqueſts, and divided the whole 
Land by Lot, as well the conquered as uncon- 
quered. Parts of it, gives a little more particu- 
lar Deſcription. of the Land . promiſed, - and 
remained unconquered. The Rea- 
der. will find this Account of all that Part of 
Canaan in — U— — 
ment, or got any ns, Joſb. xiü. 27> 
By this Deſcription aby one, who has the leaſt 
with the. -of the 
Country, will fec that they had yet only con- 
quered a Part of the Inland Mountains, which 
was afterwards pr „and by Way of Di- 
— of the Land, call Juda. 
al -Phalifza, all the South Coaſt of the 
Mediterranean to the River of Egypr, all the 
Inland Southern Plains of tha Geftwrites, and 
the Country ſouthward between the Mediier- = 
the Balt- Sea, with all the Northern 
Parts of the Land, including Sidoxia, the Tru- 


Fania, — and Galilee, 3 
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unconquered. From what, has beet ob- 
Ease aud compared concerning thæ Extent 
and Deſcription of this — Land, or 
Land of Canacy, we may caticlude, that its 
ſouthward was from the River Sibor 
to Sodom and Laſheb eaſtward; and on the 
North, from Sidon on the Mediterranean to 
Mount Hermon-baal eaſtward. And its wall 
thro the midland Country over the Monntaine, 
was from the entering in of Hamath in the 
North, to che Deſart of — from 
North to South, 
This 3s the Land which js Gid'to have bern 
promiſed and ſworn to Abraham and his Her, 
as an Inheritance for ever. And now Foſus, 
juſt before their Entrance into it, aſſutes them 
in the Terms, as from the Lord; that 
e 
and that they ſhould certainly conquer and 
take Poſicfſion af the Land. Evety Place 
that the Sole of your gags tops. that 
I given unto you, as 1 ſaid unto Moſes. 
a Dae Wh a befort 
| thee all t 5 1. 35. How - 
well- this e What fllow's, 1 need 


or iy. 

probable, that SFerichs,. the firſt 
R — > 1 was ſurrendered to them 
by the Treachery of Rabub and ber Family, 
whom the Spies had agreed with for that Pur. 


ſe, and promiſed re them on that 
— And whether it wa for fuk © 
| . 


his Sons and 


* - * 
« - — 
e. 


_ ſignal” Piete of Service, or not, Salmon, the 
Prince of the Tribe of Judab, afterward mar- 
ry'd this Woman, by whom be had Boaz 
te Pacher of Obed the Father of Jeſſe. | Had 
_ there been a Miracle, and the Hand of God in 
the Ca, why might not the Walls of Ai, and 
of every other ſtrong Town, have fallen down 
with the Breath of their Rams Horns, as well 
as the Walls of Jericho? eſpecially when God 
had f abſolutely promiſed them the moſt com- 
plete Conqueſt and Poſſeſſion of the Country, 
and that not a Man ſhould have Heart and 
5 22 h to ſtand before them: But if 
were let in by Treachery, they might 
take the City as ly as if the Walls a» | 
fallen down. But the Caſe was otherwiſe 
2 ; for upon their firſt Attack, they 
were warmly received, repulſed, and driven 
back, to their great Amazement and Confu- 
fnon.. As Foſhua had given them ſuch poſitive 
Affurances but juſt before, that no Man ſhould 
be able to ſtand before them, this Defeat drove 
him almoſt to his Wits end, till he bethought 
Bim of a Contrivance or Piece of Policy, how 
do bring himſelf off. It was a thouſand to one 
but ſome Body or other in the Plunder of Je- 
richo might have ſaved and concealed ſome of 
the richer Goods; and this being diſcovered, 
was to be the Reaſon why they had been re- 
pulſed and beaten at Ai. And this Offence 
being found and proved upon Acban, he and 
Daughters, and Sheep and Cattle, 
| "4g Were 
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were ſtoned with Stones, and then with his 
Tent and whole Subſtance burnt with Fire; 
How this could agree with the Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and Mercy of God, or what Atone- 
ment could be made by deſtroying the Inno- 
cent with the Guilty, might be a Queſtlon. 
But we have many ſuch remarkable exemplaty 
Inſtances of Juſtice in the God of Iſrael, who 
was always very revengeful upon the leaſt Pro- 
vocation. But Jeſbua ſaw by this Inſtance, 
that it; would not be good Policy in time to 
come, for the Lord to forbid Harl the Plun- 
der; and therefore they were ſuffered to take 
it at Ai, and every where aſterwatd. They 
could not have taken Ai, but by a'Stratagem; 

by. drawing the People out of the Town, and 
ſuttounding them with their A ot 
otherwiſe they might have found then that 
the Lord was not ſo much with Je as he 
d, as they had Reaſon hto con. 

clude afterwards; and the Truth is, that 
throughout this whole Story from — to laſt; 
nothing appears but human Policy, the moſt 
|  batbarous and ſavage Cruelty, and unjuſt In- 
- vaſiom of other Mens Rights and Properties, 
1 All the Laws of Nature and Nations. 
And in this there could be nothing of God, 
the Profanation of his Name, and Proſti- 
tution of his moſt Sacred Authotit - 
When God called Abrabam out of Meſopo- 
tamia,/ his native Country, and promiſed to 
din him to a Land which he would ſettle 


Upen 


| be/ 
» | 


God would) give him no Inheritance at all, but 


abam have gwen any a 
yerſionary Grant. What would any Man give 
now for 4 (Grant in -Reverfion: of tho whole 
Land of gland, to ba ſettied upon his Fa- 
mily ſour hundred Teats hence; or what 
could he mals of ſuch a Right tho' he had 
God t dn Security fur it? But the of 

the fqur hundred Years might ſerve a Turn 
a entugh, when the Time was enpiod in 
3 of | Mojes. „It might anime the 
then | preſent 


Generation wüh Hopes: of a 
peedy Deli taranca, and aſe Settlement in 
one af che rieheſt and maſt frainful Countries 
then known, that they were to fuffer Hunger, 
Thirſt, and Cald; in a dry aud barren Wilder- 
new ſodityi Years,  withoat any Succeur or Sub- 
ſiſtenen but what wild uncuhivated Nature 
provided ſor them; and that then they — 
dong On 
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only to force their Way at the Expence of their 
Lives and Blood into a ſmall Part of a Country, 

where they were to live in almoſt continual 
Wars and Subjection, ſurrounded with mortal 
implacable Enemies more powerful than they, 
and that they muſt thus ſweat and bleed, 

n and ſtruggle, for above 400 Years more; 
2d they known, or but ſuſpected, this, T ſay, 
they would have taken up with any Settle- 
ment, upon any Terms, where they were, 
and not have provoked the Egyprians to drive 
them out, and attempt their utter Deſtruction, 
by putting themſelves under the Conduct of 
1 * | 


F. 6. From what has been Kid we m 
conclude, that the Conqueſt of Canaan, in 
the Time of Moſes, Foſhua, the Elders, and 
the Judges after them, was very imperfect, 
and could not deſerve the Name of a Conqueſt 
of any Land or Country. They had only, 
with a vaſt Effuſion of Blood on both Sides, 
made a Settlement in the middle inland moun- 
tainous Parts of Canaan or Paleſtine, then cal 
led the Amorite Mountains, and afterwards the 
Hill Country, or Mountains of Fudea. And 
this ſmall Part of the Country they were con- 
fined to, as appears from the whole Story for 
at leaſt 450 Years, or from the firſt Invaſion 
of Canaan, to the 10th or 12th Year of the 
Reign of David. 


E | But 
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But in this fmall Tract of Ground, which, 
all together, was ſcarce a fifth Part of the 
whole Land or Country then called, and all 
wn by, the Land of Canaan, or promiſed 
nd. And even in this ſmall Trac, or Part 
of the Country, they had no particular Di- 
ſtrict ſeparate and entire to themſelves, as a 
. peculiar Nation or People. What the Hiſto- 
rian, who is the Advocate's Oracle, was forced 
to own in this Caſe, is very remarkable; and 
therefore I ſhall quote it verbatim. Judges 
iu. 16. Now theſe are. the Nations which 
the Lord left to prove 1ſrael by them, (even as 
many of Iſrael as had not known all the Wars 
of Canaan ; only that the Generations of the 
Children of Iſrael might know to teach them 
War, at the leaſt ſuch as before knew nothing 
thereof) namely, five Lords of the Pbiliſbines, 
and all the Canaamtes, and the Sidontans, and 
e Hivetes that dwelt. in Mount Lebanon, from 
Mount Baal-bermon, unto the entring in Hu- 
math, And they were to prove Iſrael! by them, 
o know <wwbetber they would bearken to the Cam- 
mandments of the Lord, whrch be commanded © 
their (Fathers by. the Hand. of And the 
Children of Tjrael dwelt among. the Canaanites, 
Hittites, and Amorites, and - Perizzites, aud 
Hiuites, and Jebufites : and they took their 
aughters to be their Wives, and gave their 
ces to their Sons, and ſerved their 
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It may be neceſſary here to make a few 
Obſervations upon this remarkable and very 
oracular Piece of Hiſtory. And, firſt, it is 
dubious what the Hiſtorian ſhould mean by 
diſtinguiſhing the Canaanites from. the Hit- 
tites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Je- 
_ bufites, and all the particular Tribes or Fami- 
lies of the Canaanites, or Deſcendants of Ca- 
naan. Were there Canaanites in general di- 
ſtinct from any particular Tribe or Family 
from Canaan, like human Nature without 4 
human Perfon, or Man in the Abſtrat with- 
out any particular Man, or @ Man? But if 
one may be allowed to gueſs at the Meaning 
of the Oracle, I ſhould think, that by the 
Canaanites is to be underſtood all thoſe Tribes 
from Canaen their common Father, among - 
whom the Iſraelites had made no Conqueſt, 
or taken any Poſſeſſion; and that where the 
particular Tribes are mentioned, we muſt un- 
derſtand it of thoſe Canaanites among whom 
this People of Iſrael, who had gained ſome Poſ- 
ſeſſion and Settlement. But, perhaps, much 
might be ſaid on the other Side, and, I be- 
lieve, it is impoſſible to prove any from this 
oracular Account of Things, but the contrary 
might as well be proved from the ſame Au- 
thority. Was it not ſo, the oppoſite Schemes 
of Churchiſm could not ſubſiſt, and the learn- 
ed Gentlemen of the ſacred Function might 
be no wiſer or richer than other Men. 


ce E 2 Secondly, 
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+ Secondly, It may be farther obſerved here, 
that God gave the {/raelites Commiſſion and 
expreſs Command to do what he never en- 
abled them to do, and what he never de- 
ſigned they ſhould do. They were command- 
ed to drive out all the Canaanites, and ſuffer 
none of them to remain or live in the Land. 
For the Oracle makes the Lord, the God of 
Iſrael, give very good Reaſons why the Ca- 
naanites were not to be drove out. They 
were to remain among them to teach, them 
War, ſuch as had not been well trained up in 


it before. Had it not been for this, they 


might have lived in Peace, Eaſe, and Plenty, 
and then they would not have worſhipped the 
Lord of Hes, or God of War. 
.. Thirdly, But theſe Iſraelites made Allian- 
ces, and contracted Affinities, with the P 
of the Country, and . worſhipped their Gods, 
and this was the Reaſon they could not drive 
them out, and inherit the whole Land. But 
it ſeems very plain from the whole Story, that 
this was a Matter of Neceſſity, and not other- 
wiſe: of Qboice. They could not drive out 
any of the Canaanites in the North, nor en- 
tirely diſpoſſeſs any one ſingle Tribe of them 
in the South; and therefore they were forced 
to live among them, and to make the beſt 
Terms with them they could. Without ſuch 
Alliances and Affinities it muſt have been im- 
2 humanly ſpeaking, that they ſhould 
have kept their Ground ſo well as they did, 
N > while 
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while living among, and ſurrounded with, ſo. 
many Nations, more powerful than them- 


ſelves.” | They had found by Experience, for 
forty Vears in the Wilderneſs, and at leaſt 
forty more in Canaan, during the Lives of 
Foſtua and the Elders, that worſhipping their 
own Lord of Hoſts, or God of War, gave 
them no better Succeſs than the Gods of other 
Nations. For when they came to Canaan, 
it does not appear that they forſook the God 
of Iſrael till he had forſaken them, by not 
fulfilling his Promiſe and Oath to Abrabam, 
Iaac, and Jacob, as they had been perſuad- 
ed by Moſes and Joſbua he would do, and 
they did not, I preſume, then expect or know 
that they muſt wait above 400 Years longer 
for the Accompliſhment of the Promiſes. . 
But if we may believe the fame Hiſtorian, 
they had now nothing farther to expect, but 
every Thing that God had ever promiſed them 
was fully and completely accompliſhed al- 
ready, Jeſb. xxiii. 14. And bebold, this Day 1 
am going the May of all the Earth, and ye 
know in all your Hearts, and in all your Souls, 
that not one Thing hath failed which the Lord 
your God fpake concerning you; all are come to 
paſs unto you," and not one Thing" hath failed 
thereof. There failed not | ought f any good 
Thing which the Lord had ſpoken unto the Houſe 
of Jjrael : all came to paſs, Chap. xxi. 45. 
Joſh. xxiii. 9. For: the Lord bas driven out 
from before you great Nations and frong : but 
LIBS as 
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as for you, u Man has been able to fand be- 
von unte fbi Day. But what one fingle 
Nation or Tribe did they ever drive out, which 
was not after this left to plague and revenge 
upon them? Did not the Amelckites, Pbili- 
lines, and all the Canaanites, whom they could 
not drive out, ſtand before them, and defy 
their utmoſt Force ſtill four hundred and fifty 
Years longer? But ſuch abſolute conditional 
Promiſcs, Prophecies, and oracular Declara- 
tions, muſt always have two different Mean- i 
ings and contrary Interpretations. 

When Jeſbua is made to declare all this, 
there were but two Tribes of the nine and 
half that had received any Inheritance or Poſ- 
ſeſſion as their on, on the Paleſtine or weſt- 
ern Side of Jordan, Joſh: xvii 2. And there 
remained a the Children of 1frael ſeven 
Tribes, aubich had not yet received their Inbe- 
ritance. I will not herediſpute the half Tribe 
of Manaſſeb,” which came over Jordan with 
the other nine Tribes, whether they had yet 
received their Inheritance or not; but that the 
Tribe of Benjamin, which is reckoned with 
, had not yet received their whole In- 
heritance, is very plain. As for the Febufites 
the Inhabitants of Ferufalem, the Children — 
Fudah, could not dri ue them out x but the Febu- 
dwell with the Children of — unto this 
Day, che Days of Samuel, xv. 63. And 
the Ghildren of Benjamin di 
Nannen that inhabited Feruſalem, but the 

Febuſites 
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8 dwell with the Children of Benjamin 
in erufalem, unte this Day. That is J 
Benjamin dwelt with the Febufites, and 
made the beſt Terms they could with them, 
by Alliances, Intermarriages, and all neceffary 
- Compliances in Religion, or the Worſhip of 
their RCs whole Story CY 

Oves. 
7 what: * . here obſerved and 
quoted, I think it is very evident; that theſe 
— for four hundred and fifty Years 
made no Conqueſt of Canaan, nor any entire 
ſeparate Part of it, but they invaded, de- 
ſtroyed, and took Poſſeſſion of many Towns 
and. Cities at firſt, by putting all to the Sword 
where they came; — then —— their Set- 
tlement by Alliances; Affinities, and Confor- 
— Religion. And this being ſo, it 

very oracular in the Hiſtotian all along to ay, 
that the Reaſon why they did not then con- 
quer the whole Country, and drive out all the 
Inhabitants, was becauſe they forſook their 
on God, and worſhipped the Gods of thoſe 
Nations; when it appears. to me very plain, 
from the whole Story, and the natural Con- 
ſtruction of it, that they had no other Way 
to keep their Ground, or to prevent their utter 
Deſtruction, after ſo bold, ſo wicked, and un- 
natural Attempt, under a Pretence of Commiſ- 
ſion from a Lord of Hoſts, or God of War of 
— N r ever knew or be« 
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of God's Promiſe' and Oath to Abraham, re- 
newed to Iſaac, Jacob, Mies, and Je, 
from time to time, for four hundred and ſe- 
venty Vears, is the main Part of the Argu- 
ment between this Advocate and me; I have 
been the more particular in this Caſe, to 
him an Opportunity, if he thinks fit, to write 
two or three Volumes more about it, which he 
might eaſily do, if God ſhould ſpare his Life 
and Stren he and ſound Underſtanding. ' But 
however Chis ſhould be, I thought it might 
fave me ſome Trouble in anſwering to his fol- 
lowing Accuſations and criminal Charges as to 
which I now ſh upon wa defend ond 
od 7. T hat Paleſtine, — than Conran; | 
was the original Name of that Country, was 
only a Gueſs or Conjecture of mine; but 1 
would not : diſpute with ſuch a Critic about a 
Name. Perhaps neither Canaan nor Paleſtine 
might have been the firſt or original Name. 
But how the Hebrew Oracle came to diſtin- 
the Canaanites from the Hirtites, Periz- 
=#tes, Amorites, Febugſites, and all the particu- 
lar Tribes and Families deſcended from Canaan, 
is a Myſtery to me, the unfolding of which I 
muſt leave to the Advocateꝰs critical Skill. But 
the Canaanites in general, abſtracted from all 
their particular Tribes, I ſuppoſe, is human 
Nature, without any human Perſon. But as 


* for theſe * in general, tis certain, that 
24 | the 
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the 1/-aelites never drove them out, and per- 
haps they may be there ſtill ; nor did they 
drive out any one whole particular Tribe of 
them, but had their Towns and Cities mix'd 
among them, and ſometimes lived and incor- 
proce with them in the fame Towns as I 

ave proved already. 
The next grand Queſtion concerning the 
_ Chriſtian Revelation is, Whether the Land of 
Canaan, in the Days of Abraham and the Pa- 
triarchs, with reſpect I mean to the inland 
mountainous Parts of it, afterwards call'd the 
Hill-Country of Fudea, was fruitful or unfruit= 
ful, cultivated or uncultivated, populous, or in a 
manner void and uninhabited ? I would grant 
the Advocate any thing in Reaſon, and wiſh I 
could do any - Fran to pleaſe and pacify this 
angry Prieſt : Let us ſuppoſe then, that theſe 
Mountains were as fruitful and well cultivated 
in Abraham's Time, as in the Days of Moſes 
and Jeſbus; that they abounded with Wells 
and Springs of Water, and flow'd with Milk 
and Honey; that Abraham and the Patriarchs, 
for two hundred and fifteen Years, could find no 
Room there, without deſtroying and driving 
out the old Inhabitants, and taking Poſſeſſion 
of their Towns and Cities, that when they 
were forced to dig their Wells in the-Plains of 
Philiſtia, and ſtrive with Abimelech's Herdſmen 
for. Water, they did it without Neceſſity, when 
they might have been as well provided for on 
their own Mountains, as the Canaanites were 
= afterward 3 
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afterward ; apd that there never was in this two 
hundred and fifteen Years a Famine or Scarci 

here, but what was extended to Philiſtia, Zido- 
nia, and even to Egypt. All this I am willing 
to grant the Advocate, rather than be plagued 
with ſuch trifling, if the Reader- will grant 
it; and what can one do more to pleaſe him ? 
Tis perfectly ridiculous, to quote Mr Shaw, 
as he does, p. 45. to prove the Fertility and 
Cultivation of thoſe Mountains in the Days of 
Abraham. But how were all theſe Flocks, and 
Herds, and numerous Servants to be maintained, 
in fo barren and deſart a Country, as the Phi- 
loſopher tells us Canaan was? p. 48. But how 
were all the vaſt Flocks and Herds maintained 
forty Years, in the Wilderneſs, which the 
Iſraelites carry d out of Egypt with them, for 
they did not leave a Hoof behind them : Did 
their Sheep and Cattle eat Manna and Quails 
too? Tis poſſible for great Numbers of People 
to ſubſiſt in a very barren Country, eſpecially 
when they have good Neighbours, and can be 


received and entertained elſewhere in caſe of 
Neceſlity. . 


$ 8. The Advocate, in his third Section, 
comes to conſider the Caſe of Abraham's de- 
nying his Wife in Egypt. And here Abra- 
bam, it ſeems, did not perſwade or prevail 
with Sarai to deny her being his Fife, but 
only to affirm, that ſbe was his Siſter. And 
this was @ real Truth, ſhe having the ſame * 
"+ Hope tber, 
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ther, thi a different Mother from himſelf, p. 52. 
But if I am 10 more neva than en $7. 
was not a real Truth, but a real Falſebood. 
Sarai was not Abraham's half Siſter, but his 
half Niece, or his half Brother's Daughter. 
I think the moſt learned Critics are agreed, 
that Sarai, as Abrabam choſe to call her when 
he had marry'd her, was the fame Perſon with 
Iſcab, as mentioned Gen. xi. 29. the Daugh- 
ter of Haran, and Siſter of Milcah. There is 
not the leaſt Hint or Intimation in the whole 
Story, of any Daughter that Terab had. But 
as Haran had two, Abrabam and Nabor, two 
whole Brothers, might marry two Siſters Daugh- 
ters of Haran, who was but their half Brother. 
But perhaps Father and Brother, or Siſter and 


Niece, may be all one in Hebrew. But the 


Method which the Advocate has taken to 
bring off the Patriarch, is very extraordinary. 
He thinks it a leſs Reflection upon Abrabam 
to have lived in Inceſt with Sara: all his Days, 
as he muſt with his own Siſter by the ſame 
Father, than to have been guilty of an Arti- 
fice, Fraud, or Diſſimulation, in this particular 
Inſtance. *Tis plain from the Text, that the 
King of Egypt, by her being his Siſter, took 
it for granted that ſhe was not his Wife ; and 
Abraham and Sarai too could not but de- 
ſign that they ſhould underſtand it ſo. And 
whether his ſending his Wife to Court, and 


and 8 her into the Power of the King 
and hi , was not, in Conſequence, pro- 
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ſtituting her Chaſtity, and leaving her to jilt 
and intrigne for Court Favours, and a Settle- 
ment in Egypt, I would leave any unprejudiced 
Reader to judge. And therefore, that God 
ſhould plague Pharaob and his Houſe for Abra- 
ham's Artifice and Fraud, while they were per- 
fectly innocent whatever had happened, could 
not have been credible, had it not come from 
an Oracle. But Sarai was to play the ſame 
Game afterwards in Philiſtia; and, as is evi- 
dent, for the ſame End or Purpoſe, to gain, if 
poſſible, a.more comfortable Settlement, than 
their barren Mountains. That Sarai was a 
Woman of great Artifice and Intrigue, and 
yery neceſlary to her Huſband in this Account, 
is plain enough. But that ſhe ſhould be ſo ex- 
ceeding beautiful and tempting as to her Per- 
fon after ſixty-five, which was her Age when 
they came into Canaan, is really very uncom- 
mon, and could ſcarce be taken but from an 
Oracle. 5 | f 
But whatever might be ſaid of Sarai, as to 
her being Abraham's Siſter, I hope it will not 
be ſaid of Rebekah too, that ſhe was 1/aac's 
Siſter, - But being a Woman of the ſame Arti- 
fice, Intrigue, and Power of Inſinuation, ſhe 
was $0 act the ſame Part in that ſame Country, 
the rich and fertile Plains. of Pbiliſtia; the 
fame Patt, I ſay, that Sarai had done before, 
Gen. xxvi. 7. By this Means Iſaac had great 
Favour and Honours paid him in Pbiliſtia, 
and grew vaſtly rich in Flocks and Herds, Con 
gabi. e 
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the Fraud and Cheat was diſcovered, and then 
he was forced to leave that Part of the Coun- 
try. See Gen, xxvi. 7 17. Uſher, and 
moſt Chronologers, place this Deſcent into 
Pbiliſtia fifty-three Years after the Marriage 
of Jſaac and "Rebekah, And, therefore, if ſhe 
was then but ſeventeen, the muſt have been 
now ſeventy, an Age when moſt Women are 
paſt the Bloom of their Beauty, though the 
artful intriguing Part may be much improved. 
What the Advocate offers farther in this Sec- 
tion, is ſo perfectly wild and trifling, that I 
ſhould: think it it long Time, and abuſing the 
Reader's Patience, to take any farther Notice 
of it. He may be indulged in the Faculty 


and Gift of preaching, without touching or 


hurting any Argument in the World, 

The Advocate, in his fourth Section, comes 
to conſider the Promiſes made by God to A 
braham, of the Land of Canaan. But I can 
ſce nothing in this long Ramble of Inſolence 
and Abuſe, but what has been ſufficiently ob- 
viated and cut off already in the fifth and fixth 
Sections foregoing ; and ſhould have ſaid no 


more upon this Head, were it not to ſhew 


the wretched Shifts this Advocate is driven to 
in Defence of Revelation. And really with- 
out ſome abler Defender of the Fazth, I ſhould 
look upon the Cauſe of ſuch a Revelation as in 
a deſperate Way. 

He could not but know, that. I all along 
uſed the Words Canaan and Paleſtine as &. 
ex L * 


; 
: 
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valent Terms for that whole Land, which is 
ſtill called by the ſame Names, and delineated 
in all the Maps of the Country, both antient 
and modern. By Paleſtine or Canaan I meant 
that whole Land or Country, through which 
Abraham travelled, from the Borders of Syria 
into Egypt, and which is bounded Weſtward 
by the Mediterranean, and Eaſtward by Mount 
Hermon-baa! in the North, and the Borders 
of Sodom in the South. But he would repre- 
ſent me, by Paleſtine, as meaning Pbiliſtia, 
ſtrialy ſo called, as diſtinguiſhed from the 
other Provinces or Parts of the Country. But 
this is a mere trifling Inſtance of the Advo- 
eate s Ingenuity. 

But the Advocate, in this ded critical 
Defence of the F aith, is greatly perplexed a- 
bout theſe Caraanites, who they were, from 
whence they came, from whom deſcended, 
and what Part of the Country they inhabited. 
He can give no Account of any Thing of 
this, and yet is forced, with the Hiſtorian, 
to diſtinguiſh the Canaanites from all thoſe 
particular Tribes and Families which were 
deſcended from Canaan, and diſperſed in this 
Country. By the Canaanites I always under- 
ſtood the ſeveral Nations or Tribes deſcended 
from Canaan, ſettled in this Country, from 
whom it took it's Name. And I was ſo ſim- 
ple as to imagine, that the Canaanites were 
thoſe People of the Land whom the IV aelites, 
under Joſhua, were to drive out. But it ſeems 
l I was 
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I was miſtaken; and when I called the Amo- 
rites, or Emorites, Canaanite Mountaineers, 
tis juſt as good Senſe, as if I. ſhould call the 
Highlanders of Scotland Welſh Mountaineers. 
But, I believe, our Hebrew Critic muſt go 
farther than the Highlands of Scotland, or 
the Velſb Mountains, even to the Mountains 
of the Moon, to find out his Canaanites that 
were not derived from Canaan, nor from any 
other known Perſon, or Part of this World. 
But I cannot think the Hiſtorian was lunatic 
too, that he intended to diſtinguiſh the Ca- 


naanites from the whole Body, and every 


particular Tribe or Family of Canaan. By 
Canaanites he might mean that People in 


groſs, and when he deſigned to notify thoſe 
of them among whom the 1ſraehtes did or 
did not gain Settlements, he mentions their, 


particular Tribes, and deſcribes their Situa- 
tion. | 

Here the Advocate, in order to make good 
the Promiſes to Abraham, ſettles the Bounda- 
ries; and he makes the Euphrates the Eaſtern 


Boundary. For the Land promiſed to Abra- ' 


ham, was to extend from the great Sea to the 
Euphrates. Abraham, ſaith he, could not 
offibly underſtand any Thing elſe by that Afﬀſu- 
rance of the Land, from the River of Egypt 
to the Eaphrates, but the Country of Canaan, 
properly ſo called, fituate between thoſe two Ri- 
vers, and inhabited by thoſe Nations that are 
particularly mentioned to bim, p. 78. What 
| Abraham 
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' Abraham could or could not poſſibly under: 
ſtand by this, is more than he or I can tell; 
but if by the Country extending from Sibor 
to the Euphrates, he did not underſtand the 
Country thus bounded, I think he could not 
believe the Promiſe. : | 
God might mention ſome of the Nations 
within theſe Boundaries, as many of them as 
lay within Abraham's View or Knowledge, 
without mentioning all. But if the Euphrates 
was not to be the Boundary eaſtward of A. 
braham's Grant, the Indus or Ganges might 
Have been as well mentioned, had thoſe Rivers 
been then known. But when the Promiſe 
and Grant, or Reverſion of this vaſt Country 
after 400 Years, was made to Abrabam, he 
was in à deep Sleep, and under a Horror of 
2 Darkneſs, and @ ſmoking Furnace and 
rning Lamp paſſed before him, Gen. xv. 
17. All this was after Sun-ſet, when it was 
dark, a proper Time and Temper, no doubt, 
to receive Revelations from God. But it was 
"enough to throw the Patriarch into ſuch 
Glooms and Horrors, to be now aſſured, that 
he himſelf, for his own- Part, was never to 
have any Inheritance or certain Settlement at 
all; and that his Seed after him were to be 
Sojourners and Slaves 400 Vears in a ſtrange 
Land. A glorious Promiſe this indeed, and 
a vaſt Encouragement to Abrabam, had 
Caſe been really ſo. * | Fn 


After 
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After this our Hebrew Critic has a long a- 
buſive Ramble for twenty Pages together, in 
which he knows not what to make of the 
Promiſe, whether they were to have the 
whole or only a Part of the Land, or whether 
they were ſo much as to poſſeſs any whole 
entire Part of it to themſelves, their being 
mixed every where with the idolatrous Na- 
tions, almoſt in continual Subjection to ſome 
or other of them, and forced to worſhip their 
Gods, might be all conſiſtent with the Pro- 
miſe and expreſs Command for any Thing he 
knows. If nothing was abſolutely given or 
promiſed, if the whole Grant was only con- 
ditional, and the Conditions never complied 
with, it would be in vain to talk of the Ac- 
compliſhment of the Promiſe to Abrabam, 
Meofes, Foſbua, or any Body elſe; and then 
the Advocate might have ſpared himſelf all 
this Trouble, if he had had no other Deſign 
or View in it, as he plainly had. 

I had faid, that the 1/razhtes, even in Da- 
vids Time, were never in Poſſeſſion of a 
tenth Part of the Country, from the Mediter- 
ranean to the Euphrates, upon which the Ad- 
vocate thus exclaims, p. 99. What, were not 
the Iſraelites in Poſſeſſion of a tenth Part of 
it, when gathered from Sihor to Hamath, and 
when they were muſtered from Beerſhebah in 
Philiſtia 2p o Zidon and Tyre? the Man 
knows nothing of what he writes that aſſerts 
this, but betrays his unn Blunders, and not the 

EN G Miftakes 
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Miſtakes of the Hebrew Hiſtorian. Whether 
this ſhould be my Blunder, or his Inſolence, 
I am the Man 84 has aſſerted it, and muſt 
ſtill abide by it, that the whole Land of Ca- 
naan was not a tenth Part of the Country 
bounded by the great Sea and the Eupbrates, 
from Weſt to Eaſt, and theſe Boundaries are 
expreſsly mentioned in God's ſuppoſed or fic- 
titious Promiſe to Abraham and his Seed. But 
the Advocate here, in his ſplenetic Extaſy, 
would make me ay, that the Iraelites were 
never in Poſſeſſion of a tenth Part of the Land 
of Canaan, which would have been as abſurd 
as his Inſult upon it. 

I agree with the Advocate in what follows, 
and what he brings the Matter to at laſt ; that 
God promiſed Abraham nothing certain or de- 
terminate, but left him and his Seed to ſhift 
for themſelves, and pet Settlements any where, 
or by any Means, as well as they could. They 
were to caſt themſelves upon Chance, com- 
mon Providence, and the Event of Things, 
like all other Nations, and God had as little 
to do with them as with any People in the 
World. The Promiſe of any Inheritance, in 
Reverſion after 400 Years, could not then have 
Been worth Thanks: And, therefore, what- 
ever has been faid of God's peculiar Favours, | 
Appearance, Revelations, Oaths, and Promi-. 
ſes, to Abraham and his Seed, can be only an 
Abuſe and Profanation of his facred Name and 
Authority, 1 think, the whole Story. of the, 
| Nation, 
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Nation, from firſt to laſt, proves this, and, I 
believe, no Advocates for Superſtition and 
Enthuſiaſm, Dreams and Viſions, can ever be 
able to prove the contrary. I am very ſure, 
that God never promiſed any thing that never 
came to paſs; and the Advocate has no other 


Way to work himſelf off, but by owning in 


effect, that God never promiſed or ſecured to 
them any Thing at all. One cannot better 
judge of the Senſe of the Promiſe or Prophecy 


to Abrabam, than by the Conſtruction and 


Application Jeſbua made of it, when he came 
to lead the People into the Country. They 
were then aſſured from the Lord, that the 


whole Land would be „ — and of eaſy Acceſs 


to them, that they ſhould poſſeſs all the 


Ground they could ſet a Foot upon, and that 


no Man ſhould be able, or have Heart and Spi- 
rit enough, to ſtand before them. And the 
Reaſon now why they did not conquer where- 
ever they came was not their Idolatry, or their 
worſhipping other Gods, for during the Lives 
of Joſhua and the Elders after him, they con- 
tinued to worſhip their own true God, the 
Lord of Hoſts, or the ruelite God of War, 
and yet he gave them but very ill Succeſs. 
No wonder therefore they ſhould afterwards 
worſhip other Gods, when they ſaw, and had 


found by about forty Years Experience, they 


could ſo little depend on their own. But 
to avoid Repetitions here, I muſt refer again, 
as before, to F. 6. . 
RN G 2 | §. 9. 
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8 9. The Advocate in his fifth Section calls 
me to a ſevere Account, for what I had faid 
about Abraham and the Patriarchs in Canaan, 
that they diſcovered no Intention of ſettling 
there, and made no Proviſion for it. They 
never ſo much as built a Houſe, or purchaſed 
any Lands, ſeeming to wait an Opportunity 
for a better Settlement. And when after 215 
Years, by the Streſs of Famine, and a Turn of 
Providence in their Favour, they were called 
into Egypt, tho' they pretended at firſt that 
they were come only to ſojourn there for a 
{mall time during the Famine in Canaan; 
yet when they found they had changed their 
Situation and Country ſo much for the better, 
there is not the leaſt Hint or Intimation of any 
Defign, or Intention they had of returning to 
Canaan, while they, had better Quarters, and 
could live in greater Proſperity in Egypt. Had 
there been any ſuch Deſign while Jeep had 
all the Power of Egypt in his Hands, they 
might eafily have been ſettled in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of their whole promiſed Land, without 
the Effuſion of one Drop of their Blood. The 
Egyptians then muſt have done it for them. 
But, it ſeems, they were not to take Poſſeſ- 
fion of their promiſed Land till the 400 Years 
Were Expired, though they might have been 
Kept out of it 40 or 400 Years longer, and 
neyer haye 19807 a peaceable Settlement in 
it at laſt, without affecting the Truth of the 

| | | Promiſe. 


— * 
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Promiſe. But they never attempted the pro- 
miſed Land till they were expelled Egypt, 
and then they curſed and rebelled againſt 
Mejes, for bringing them into a worſe Condi- 
tion than ever they had been in before, and 
would fain have gone back to Egypt again, 
and ſubmitted to that People upon their own 
Terms. I might here appeal to any unpteju- 
diced Reader, whether in this whole Story 
there is any Intention or Defign diſcovered of 
ever going back to Canaan till they had no 
Safety in Egypt; or whether Abraham, in 
his firſt attempt to ſettle here, diſcovered an 
Deſign of going back to Canaan again, tl 


his Fraud and Artifice by his Wife had been 


detected, and he was forced to quit the Coun- 


try? I think ſuch Facts, and natural Conſe- - 


quences of Things, ſpeak themſelves. But 
there is no diſputing with an eternal Preacher, 
who has always an Oracle at hand to back 
him, and by which he is able to prove any 
Thing, whether probable or improbable, true 
or falſe. 
I had faid, that Abrabam and Iſaac might 
have conquered the Country, or any Part of 
it, had they thought fit, much more eaſily 
than the Iraelites did afterward, when they 
were forced to cut their Way into an Ene- 
my's Country, and live among them upon 
any Terms rather than periſh in the Wilder= 
neſs. But my faying that thoſe Patriarchs, 
Abraham or Iſaac, had Power 1 
* 8 vo 


| 
| 
| 
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have conquered that Country, or ſo much as 
they needed of it, had they thought fit to have 
ſettled there, has put the Advocate out of all 
manner of Temper. And here, having no 
Argument againſt it, and not being able to con- 
fute it, he is forced to rave, rage, ſwell, and 
triumph, as if his Spleen had been burſting. 
But all his Outcries and Triumphs are Signals 
of Diſtreſs; and he has only prov d, that when 
he cannot reaſon, he can rail. 

This Critic ſeems to judge of the Numbers 
and Strength of Nations, and Succeſs of Ar- 
mies in Battle in thoſe early Ages, as if the 
Earth was as populous, and their Armies as 
numerous then as now. He had never conſi- 
dered, or made any Computation of the 
dual Increaſe of Mankind, or what Proportion 
in Strength and Power three hundred and 
eighteen Men in Abrubam's time would have 
to the ſame or any other Number now. Per- 
haps he may think that three hundred Men in 
Abraham's time were no more as to any Power 
of Conqueſt, or Force of repelling an Enemy, 
than the ſame Number of Forces would be 
now. But let us ſuppoſe, that the Increaſe of 
Mankind from the Days of Abrabam to this 
Time, bas been only doubling in 360 
Vears, which is | the longeſt Time that 
ever has been ſet by the lateſt Obſervations, 
which perhaps may be the moſt accurate. 
Upon this Suppoſition, which would be the 
moſt fayourable to our Critic, the Number of 
Tull Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants on the Earth now, would be 
more than in , Abrabam's time, neatly as 
1000 to 1. But to come low enough, let 
us ſuppoſe the Increaſe from that Time to 
have been only as 200 to 1; and then three 
hundred Men at that Time would be as 
much in Proportion, or an equal Force, with 
ſixty thouſand with us at preſent; and ſuch a 
Number well - diſciplined, or very deſperate re- 
ſolute Men, we ſhould reckon a very powerful 
Army. Had our Hebrew Critic, conſidered 
this, he would not have made ſo flight of 
three hundred and eighteen Men which. Abra- 
bam could raiſe and arm in his own Patriarchy 
or Principality. But could Abraham or Iſaac at 
this time have more Deſcendants, or a greater 
Family-Iflue than all the eleven Sons of Ca- 
. No; and yet he might be a more 

powerful Prince, and have more Servants and 
Subjects under his Command, than all of them 
put together, tho he had had no Heir or Iſſue 
of his own. Can this Critic imagine, that the 
three Bands which came with Facob out. of 
Padan-aram, were all of his own begetting, or 


that he had no Subjects and Servants, .but his 


natural Iſſue? When Abrabam could raiſe 
and arm three hundred and eighteen Men in 
his own Patriarchy or Principality, the Num- 
ber of Souls in all could not be leis than two 
thouſand ; which was no inconſiderable Body 
of People at that Time, within four hundred 


Years: of the Deluge. . But our verbal Critic 
ſeems 
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ſeems to imagine, that the Earth might be as 
populous, and their Armies as numerous then 
as. now. Yet Abraham, we ſee, with theſe 
three hundred and eighteen Men, could repel 
the united Force of four Kings, two of them 
the Kings of Perſa and Chaldea, and purſue 
them through the Country as far as Damaſcus. 
It is true, he came upon them by Night, and 
took them at Advantage. But furely it could 
not be a great Force or numerous Army; as 
would be thought at this Time, that three 
hundred and cighteen Men could thus ſarprize 
and drive clear out of the Country. And the 
Fame of this Patriarch is celebrated by all the 
Eaſtern Writers, quoted by Dr Hyde, as one 
of the richeſt and moſt powerful Princes of 
the Eaſt in thoſe Days. 

When Jſaac had fojourned many Days, or 
Years, at Gerar in Philiſtia, and they had at 
laſt diſcovered his Artifice, and the Cheat he 
had put upon them about his Wife, they did 
not yet dare attack or drive him out by Force 
of Arms, but the King thought fit-only to 
give him good Words, deal kindly with him, 
and on deſire or intreat him to go away ; | 
for, faith he, Thou art much mightier than we. 
And when there had been Rencounters and 
Skirmiſhes afterward, between the Servants or 
Subjects of thoſe Princes, Abimelech thought it 
the ſafeſt Way to go and make it up with the 
Patriarch, While it was well; and therefore 


2 with the chief Captain of his Hoſt, 
in 
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in an humble manner, to ſue for Peace, beg 


Favour, and enter into a League of Friendſ 


Gen. xxvi. 26=—3 1. Such Fact 
ral Conſequences of Things ſufficien 
themſelves, and need no Art of Criticiſm to 
explain them; nor can any Darkneſs or Am- 
biguity of Oracles obſcure them. 

But the Advocate, p. 120. aſſures us, upon 
the Credit of his Oracle, that Jacob went 
down into Egypt with only ſeventy Souls; and 
that theſe ſeventy Souls in two hundred and 
ten Years were increaſed to fix hundred thou- 
fand. Beſides Children, befides Women and 


Children he might have faid ; for it was only 


the Males from twenty to fixty that were num- 


bered : And when they were numbered again 


in the Wilderneſs, about forty Years after, 
where Males from twenty to ſixty, are ex- 
preſsly mentioned, the Number comes out 
much the ſame, only a little over. And it is 


plain all along, that their Numberings were 


of the Males only, between thoſe Ages from 


twenty to fixty. 5 
As for the ſeventy Souls mentioned Gen. xlvi. 
as going down into Egypt with Jacob the Pa- 


triarch, or Head of the Principality, every 


one muſt ſee, that they are only the Princes 
or Heirs apparent of the ſeveral Tribes, exclu- 
five of their Servants or Subjects, their Shep- 


herds, Herdſmen, Dairy-Maids, menial Ser- 
H vants, 


ly ſpeak 
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vants, Officers, &c. which are not mentioned 
or included in the Royal Liſt. But to ima- 
Sine, that theſe ſeventy, the Heads and Princes 
of thEPgtriarchy, went into Egypt with their 
numerous Flocks and Herds, and whole Prin- 
cipality all alone, and without any Servants or 
Subjects under them; and that they had there 
a large rich Province aſſigned them for ſepa- 
rate Abode and Settlement of ſeventy Perſons 
only, is a Suppoſition that cannot be made 
but upon the Credit of an Oracle as explained 
and interpreted by ſuch a Critic. What was 
the three Bands or Companies which Jacob 
brought out of Padan-aram, and which he 
had there got together in twenty Years, now 
vaniſhed; or had he made no Increaſe or Im- 
provement of his Principality from that Time 
to this, when God had bleſſed him fo abun- 
dantly ? | | 

Among 600000 Men, from twenty to ſixty, 
the Number of Souls in all or the whole Body 
of the People, muſt have been nearly 4000000. 
But that ſeventy Souls in two hundred and ten 
Years, ſhould increaſe to near any ſuch Num- 
ber, is as credible, as that David left a thou- 
ſand thouſand Talents of Silver, and a hun- 
dred thouſand Talents of Gold towards the 
Temple, which muſt have, been ſufficient to 
have built the whole Temple in folid Gold 
and Silver : Or as probable as that Nee 
in his Time, within the ſmall Country o * 
— 
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dea, had an Army on Foot of 1160000, all 
ready for War in the Field, beſides Garriſons 
in all the ſtrong Holds and fenced Cities, as 
the Hiſtorian aſſures us, 2 Chron. xvi. 12— 19. 

I had happened, by Miſtake or Overſight, 
ſome way or other, to put the Number two 
hundred and ninety for two hundred and fif- 
teen. The Time the Patriarchs ſojourned in 
Canaan, for two hundred and ninety was the 
Time from the Birth of Abraham to the going 
down into Egypt. But here the Advocate, 
Critic and Pedant like, ſets himſelf gravely and 
laboriouſly to confute me, and is ſo overjoy'd 
on the Occaſion, to have caught me at ſuch a 
Hop, that he could hardly contain himſelf. 
Riſum teneatis amici. This Critic, I dare fay, 
would never own any Miſtake, Slip, or Over- 
ſight in himſelf; and he ſeems to be almoſt as 
infallible as his Hebrew Oracles. But it is no 
Wonder, if my natural Reaſonings ſhould not 
be fo clear, unexceptionable, and free from 
Error as his Divine Authorities Demonſtra- 
tion itſelf, and all moral Truth with ſuch Cri- 
tics, muſt give Way to the perſonal local Ap- 
| Pearances and Voice of God. 


. 10. The Advocate, in his ſixth Section, 
would ſeem to come to the main Point, But 
were there in Reality, any Promiſes of God 
made to theſe Patriarchs at all * Is not the 
whole Account — them, mere Illuſion and 
_ 2 Dream? 
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Dream Our Philoſopher is of this Gains; 
and thinks it well, = it may be excuſed as 4 
Dream. Why, this was indeed the Philoſo- 
pher's Opinion ; and I was in ſome Hopes, 
when. I dipt into this Section, an Attempt at 
leaſt to confute that Opinion, and to prove the 
divine Authority of the Hiſtorian, againſt all 
Appearances of rational Probability tothe con- 
tray: But herein I found myſelf miſerably 
miſtaken ; for inſtead of proving, or attempt- 
ing to prove, the only Thing in Queſtion, 
he aſſumes the Ninn of the Hiſtorian 
as a Proof of itſelf. But, ſutely, I am not 
obliged to take this as a Poſtulatum; and he 
mult have known very well, that. I, ſhould 
not grant it. And what then can. ſuch 2 
Trifler mean? Will he argue againſt an 
Adverſary, upon... a Principle not granted, 
without. proving of it, or ſo much as attempt- 
ing the Proof? But as I can find nothing in 
this Section that can be thought, by any Man 
of Senſe. and Impartiality in the lcaft, to the 
Purpoſe, 1 ſhall venture to paſs. it over till x 
am call d upon to ſhew Canſe for ſo doing; 
and then I hope to give good: Reaſons, if th the 
| Reaſon I have a feady ne DR not be 
thg bt ſufficient. i . 
The ſeventh ITY turns upon. . 
ffering up his Sou; and here I. ſhall: attend 
bien the cloſer, becauſe it is a Matter of ſome 
Gerbe, ; And as the Advocate. leg 
P F 


Moral Philoſopher, &c. 61 
ploy'd about fix Sheets upon this Argu- 
you no doubt but he ade it a Mat- 
ter of Conſequence, I wiſh he had con- 
traced his Argument into leſs Room, for 
I am ſure it is more Labour to read it, than 
to anſwer it: But ſuch Declaimers always 
plague one with Prolixity, as if they could 
no more write a Book than preach a Ser- 
mon, without waſting Time, and ſaving 
Matter. | 

I thought it, in ſhort, inconſiſtent with 
the Nature and Perſections of God, to make 
it Abrabam's Duty, and to bring him to a 
Reſolution, by an expreſs Command to do a 

Thing, which in Nature and Reaſon ought 

not to be done, and which God never in- 
tended to be done. If human ' Sacrifices 
are contrary to the Nature and Perfetions 
of God, God is here ſuppoſed to have en- 
join'd them, and to oblige Abraham to the 
moral Act, tho' he was prevented from the 
outward overt Act, and with what the Mo- 
rality of the Action did not conſiſt; | 
But this Difficulty the Advocate has en- 
deavoured, or rather ſweated and ſtruggled 
thtough 95 Pages, to remove. He ſpends. 
the firſt nine Pages, to prove, that Abra- 
hams could not be a groundleſs enthuſiaſtic 
Faith or Perſwaſion, becauſe it was 
to his rational moral Character; and no 

X "I y 
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by any ſuch Opinion, unleſs God himſelf 
had impreſs d him with it. But who can 
account for Enthufiaſm or Hypochondria- 
ciſm? In the fame” Way of Reaſoning, I 
might prove, that Mr Chandler did not 
write this Section without Inſpiration or 
Revelation, becauſe it is not conſiſtent with 
his rational or moral Character, and there- 
fore nothing but a Divine Impulſe could 
have moved him to it. He could ſurely 
never have talk d ſuch Nonſenſe, if God 
. nd not put it into his Head. 
But the End for which this extraordinary 
Sas is appointed, is declared to be for 
the Temptation or Trial of Abraham, 7. e. 
to try'whether he would do ſuch a wicked 
unreaſonable Thing or no, and recommend 
himſelf to God by it. But poſſibly, the An- 
gel of tbe Lord, whom God Jehovah employ'd 
fo convey bis Will to this holy Patriarch, did 
not certainly know whether he could fland 
a Trial. It may be not; and then he 
found, that Abraham had leſs Senſe and 
Religion than he could have imagined. 
But "tbe | true and immediate uſe of this 
Temptation or Trial was for the Benefit of 
Abraham him * that be _ have an 
Opportunity of approving himſelf to God, by 
an exemplary Inſtance Fal aith' and Obe- 
dience, and Wk 515 ſecure a fignal 
- Teftimony' from God bimfelf in bis Favour, 


and 
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and obtain a Reward -wortby his Piety and 


Virtue, &c. p. 155. But the Queſtion ſtill 
is, whether this was a Trial of Abrabam's 
Faith and Virtue, or of his Superſtition and 


Enthuſiaſm ? and whether this tempting. 


Angel was a good or a bad Angel ? | 

But Abraham could not be deceived in 
this Caſe ; for he as well knew the Voice and 
Appearances of God, as a Friend knows the 
Voice and Countenance of his Friend; and 
could never be deceived in the Judgment he 
formed of them, p. 158. This is roundly 
pronounced with a true prieſtly Air, and 
nothing is wanting but the Proof. But that 
is a mere Trifle with ſuch ſound Believers, 


which they are never to trouble their Heads 


about, | 
From this 158th to the 168th Page is a 

mere-Ramble, which I can make no Top 

nor Tail of, and therefore ſhall not pretend 


to anſwer it. But p. 168, the Adyocate 


ſets all this Matter right. God neither com- 


manded, nor Abrabam ever intended, to offer 


a human Sacrifice to God, in the Senſe and, 
Manner in which human Sacrifices 2 


fered up to their Idols by the Heathen Na- 
tions, &c, But how does he prove that 
the Heathen Nations, at this Time, offered 
human Sacrifices, or that this was not the 


firſt Inſtance of it, or Overture towards it? 


How docs it appear, that even the wicked, 


immoral 


* 


K * 
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immoral Sodomites, at this Time, were Ido- 
laters, or worſhipped falſe Gods, or eſpe- 
cially that they offered human Sacrifices ? 
He can prove nothing of this, nor is there 
any ſueh Thing faid, or intimated, of hu- 
man Sacrifices either propoſed or refolved 
upon before Abraham's Time. 

That Abraham might not defign to de- 
ſtroy his Son irretrievably, and to cut oft 
all the Promiſes in him, may be probable 
enough. He imagined, that if he burnt 
his Son to Aſhes God would raiſe him a- 
gain, and make good his Promiſes after all. 

But the Queſtion ſtill is, how he came by 
this Faith or Perſwaſion, whether from 
God or the Devil, or from a good or an 
evil Angel? tis certain that God never de- 
ny ſuch Thing, and could not want 
ang Acryot in ſuch a Caſe. And no 
good. Angel, or righteous Being, would 
empted him to a Thing ſo wicked 

and — 4 in itſelf, to try his Obedience, 
and recommend him to the Favour of 
From this p. 168 to 194, I meet with 
nothing worth Notice, as he goes on upon 
_ ſame Suppoſition of a Divine Autho- 
for a unnatural and immoral Ac- 
— But it feems, as Mrubam firmly 
believed, that if he ſhould ſacriſice his Son 
God would certainly bring him into Life 
ant again 
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again out of his Aſhes; this being the Caſe, 
it was not an Intenton of Murder in A 
braham, nor would it have been an Act of 
Murder had he actually taken away his Life 
for a ſhort Time, in Obedience to God's 
Command. But Abraham certainly muſt 
have intended to put his Son to all the Pains 
and Tortures of Death, and to make him 
ſuffer as much as any Man could in dying 
by ſuch Violence. And this he could not 
have done till he had diveſted himſelf of 
all Humanity and Compaſſion, and it is 
not credible, nor conceivable, that God, a- 
gainſt Nature, ſhould put any Man to ſuch 
a Trial as this. Beſides, I would aſk, how 
came Abraham by this Perſwaſion, that, in 
Caſe he would facrifice his Son, God would 
bring him into Life again from his Aſhes ? 
the Devil, or an evil Angel, might tempt 
him to this upon ſuch a Preſumption, as 
he tempted Chrift to deſtroy himſelf upon 
the fame Suppoſition. But, ſurely, God 
. himſelf could never be the Author of ſuch 
a Faith, or make Abraham believe a Falſe- 
hood, that he would do what he never in- 
tended to do. God is faid to have com- 
manded Abraham to ſacrifice his Son, and 
thereby made it his Duty, and fixed his 
Intention and Reſolution to commit the 
Fact, without the leaft Hint or Intimation 
of reſtoring him to Life again, which 
I would 
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would have deſtroyed - all the pretended 
Merit of the Action, and been no Trial at 


all, And ſince ſuch Faith could not come 


from, God as the Author or Cauſe of it, 
Who would not make Abraham. believe a 
Lye, and what, was never. intended; it 
mult have been either from a Temptation 
of the Devil, or the Strength of Imagina- 
tion and Enthuſiaſm, But ſuppoſe any En- 
thufiaſt now ſhould be ſo tempted to offer 
a human Sacrifice, upon a ſtrong Perſwa- 
Hon that it would be highly acceptable to 
Soc, or that God would raiſe the Perſon 
to Life again, would ſuch a Perſwaſion al- 
ter the Nature of the Thing, or make it 
other wiſe than wicked, execrable, and un- 
natural? But tis very plain to me, that 
neither theſe Patriarchs, or their Hiſtorians 
and People after, ever underſtood; or acted 
upon the grand fundamental Principle of 
Morality, f. e. the eternal immutable Rea- 
| ſon and Fitneſs of Things. They govern- 
ed and conducted themſelves generally by 
Dreams, Viſions, Apparitions, Voices from 
Heaven, and ſuch ſupernatural Phznomena, 
the plain and evident Marks of Superſtiti- 
on and Enthufiaſm. Upon Authority thus 
ane. there is nothing ſo immoral which 
they do not juſtify, Diſſimulation, Fraud, 
Totriguing, Cheating, Oppreſſion, Violence, 
and the moſt outragious Devaſtations, Way, 
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and Bloodſhed, are all approved and juſti- 
fied by Divine Authority, and placed to 
the Account of God himſelf as command- 
ing, ordering, and directing. The Hebreu 
Story is full of ſuch Inſtances, and nothing, 
one would think, but the deepeſt Prejudice 
and Prepofſefſion could hinder Men from 
ſeeing it. The true Light of Nature, the 
eternal immutable Reaſon and Fitneſs of 
Things, ſeems to have been eclipſed, and, 
in a Manner, extinguiſhed, in thoſe for- 
mer dark Apes of Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion. And I may venture to ſay, that this 
true Principle and Ground of Morality was 
more loſt, ot leſs regarded, among the Jews, 
than any 'of the Heathen Nations. A 

What follows thro' this tedious ficken- 
i Section, for about ſixty Pages le of p 

is nothing but one de leilae Nan 
Impertinence, Shuffling, and Pußen, 
which he forges Circumſtances, and ag 
Suppoſitions at Will and Pleafure, without 
the leaſt Ground or Authority from the 
Text. But T have reduced this Argument, 
ay above, to a" vety narrow Compals; and 
when he” or any other Man, bas fairly an- 
ſwered that, 'T may confider the Matter 4- 
gain. But 1 have, at "preſent, . ſomething” 
more to do with Time, than to ſpend * 
ot in Wud-gooſe Cl Chace. Ie 7 
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His eighth and laſt Section is perſectl 
ſupernumerary, -in Which be does not ſo 
much as attempt to prove any Thing. 
He trys, indeed, to run the Rig upon 
what I had ſaid of the Hebrew Phraſeolo- 
y, and the wild uncooth Manner and 
Netion of thoſe Hiſtorians. But he had 
better, if he bad been able, have proved 
his main Suppoſition, and firſt Principle of 
all, the Divine Authority, or unerring Gui- 
dance of thoſe Authors. But this was a 
Nalt me tangere., It is too tender a Point 
to be meddled with by an Advocate for 
Revelation. _ But what can be more ſhame- 
les in a Man pretending; to Controverſy, 
than to argue all along upon a Principle or 


Suppolition. not granted, and which can- 
not be proved? If this Hiſtogy ſtands up- 


on the ame Foot with all other ancient 
Story; if we are as wuch at Liberty to 
examine it critically and diſcretionally, and 
to judge of it by the common Rules and 
Prigeiples of rational Probability, fo as to 
ſeparate. the probable from the improbable, 
and. to take the one and reject the other, 
which. is a Right we claim and take with 
all other Hiltorians, or Writers of every 
Kind; if this, 1 lay, be the, Caſe, there 
can be no Harm done. But if it is not 
ſo; if we have fiet_ the fame diſcretionary 
Fw": - es: 1 Right 
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Right of Judgment here, as in other Caſes 
of the ſame Nature; it we are obliged to 
take every Thing as granted, or as certain- 
ly true and divine from theſe Writers, whe- 
K 5 it ſhould appear true or falſe, probable 
or improbable, to human Reaſon ; if this, 
I fay, be the Caſe, that we muſt judge here 
by Authority and not. Reaſon, let it be 
proved ; let this Divine Authority, and un- 
erring Guidance, be cleared up, and ſome- 
thing will be done to the Purpoſe. But 
till this is done, ſuch Advocates for Super- 
ſtition, Enthuſiaſm, and implicit Faith, 
which they call Revelation and Chriſtiani- 
ty, may write and preach their Hearts out, 
before they can convince any Body. 

This learned Critic, and Advocate for 
Revelation and Chriſtiany as he would 
be thought, at the End of this Section and 
Book, draws up a Liſt of the ſeveral Arti- 
cles of his Charges which, he preſumes, he 
has fixed upon me, and made good againſt 
me, and he brings them up to juſt Thirty- 
one, Tis well he made them up juſt one 
and thirty; for had they been' one more 
he muſt have been out, and one leſs might 
have loſt the Game, a "A 

But I muſt now ſubmit, with him, to . 
the Judgment of the Reader, whether my 


poor Defence may be of any avail or not. 


J have conſidered ſo much of his Argu- 
| ment 
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ment as I thought worth taking Notice of. 
And as fer his ſplenetic Complements, and 
prieſtly*Civilities, I can eaſily forgive him, 
as he has beſtown them all at his on 
Coſt, and given no Body any Trouble but 
himſelf. And now to conclude; If any 
Thing, let fall in theſe Sheets, ſhould ſeem 
too harſh and ſevere,” I hope no Man will 
much blame me who confiders the Occa- 
ſion” given for it. I was forced to fay 
ſomething in my on Defence, againſt one 
of the moſt” ſplenetie and ill- natured At- 
tacks that, perhaps, ever appeared in Con- 
n; e e IA T1} 
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BOOKS printed for T. COX, at the Lamb 
| under the Royal-Exchange. 4 


HE MORAL PHILOSOPHER. Ia a Dia- 

logue between PHilLaLETHES a Chrifftian DarsT, 
and TyuzoPHANEs a Chriftian Jew. In which the Grounds 
and Reaſons of Religion in general, and particularly of Cx 1- 
 $TIANITY, as diſtinguiſhed from the Religion of Nature; 
the different Methods of conyeying and propoſing Moral 
Truths to the Mind, and the neceſſary Marks or Criteria on 
which they muſt all equally depend ; the Nature of Poſitive 
Laws, Rites, and Ceremonies, and how far they are capa- 
ble of Proof as of ſtanding perpetual Obligation; with many 
other Matters of the utmoſt Conſequence in Religion, are 
fairly conſidered, and debated, and the uments on both 
Sides impartially repreſented. ELInU i= Jos xxxii. 8. 
There is Reaſon in Man, and the Inſpiration of the Almighty 
giveth him Underſtanding. The Second Edition. 


The MORAL PHILOSOPHER. Vor. II. 
Being a farther VIN DIC AT ION of Mozart Taurt 
and Rzason. Occaſion'd by Two Books lately publiſh'd ; 
* The Divine Authority of the Old and New Tefta- 

nent aſſerted. With a particular Vindication of Moszs and 
the Prophets, our Saviour Jesus CurnsT, and his Apo- 
ſtles, againſt the Unjuſt Aſſertions, and Falſe Reaſonings of 
a Book intitled, the Mox ar PruilLosoPyER. By the Re- 
verend Mr LzLanod. The Other intitled, EUSEBIUS : 
Or, The True Chriſtian's Defence, &c. By the Reverend 


Mr CnarMan. 
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The MORAL PHILOSOPHER, Vo. III. 
SUPERSTITION. and TYRANNY. inconſiſtent with Tazo- 
CRACY. Occafioned by the Reverend Dr Lttand's Se- 
cond Volume of The Divine Authority of the Old and New 
Teftament aſſerted : And the Reverend Mr Lowman's D 
fertation on the Civil Government of the Hebrews. | 
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BOOKS printed fir T. COX, 


 PHYSICO-THEOLOGY: Or, A Parroso- 
Pxico-Morar DisquisiTiION, concerning Human Na- 
ture, Free Agency, Moral Government, Divine Pro- 
vidence. By T. MORGAN, M. D. 


A Discovxsx on Miz aci es, conſidered idences to 
prove the Divine Original of a Revelation. Wherein is n, 
what Kind and Degree of Evidence ariſes from them; and 
in which the various — — 1 Queſtions which 


norton of = r fair 
To which is added, — containing an Enquiry 
into this n, viz. Whether the Doctrines of a future 


State of to Men, and, a future Retribution, 
were plainl — t by Moſes and the Prophets ? 
Humbly to the Con ion of the Rev. Mr War- 
burton, or all others 2 2 themſelves in 


this Queſtion. 


The True Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt aſſerted. Wherein is 
ſhewn what is, and what is not that Goſpel ; what was the 
great and End it was intended to ferve 3 how it is ex- 
' cellently ſuited to anſwer that purpoſe ; and how, or by 
what Means, that End has in a great Meaſure been fru- 
ftrated. Humbly offered to publick Conſideration, and in 
to all thoſe who eſteem themſelves, or are eſteem- 
ed by others, to be Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and Preachers 
of his Goſpel; and more eſpecially to all thoſe who have 
obtained 'the Reputation of being the great Defenders of 
iſtianity. Acts xvii. 6. They drew Faſon, and certain 
Brethren, unto the Rulers of the City, c r that have 
turned the World upſide down, are come hit 
To which is added, diſſertation on Providence. 
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The ſecond Edition. 2 
. The former Edition „ out this for 2 4 


ue two loft Books by My CHUBB. 


